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25X1 Id During th e period .,gpom l.August to, 30 fe gteaber,19S2., the reserve parachute 
25X1 i . Iwas stationed at a tent encampment 

“S 4 5°°.i?eters southeast of. Sfixpentele ,(Q 48/E 00) southwest of 
25X1 feherWr ~(Q 48/Z 00 K — 2h£_ battalioh consisted of 4 companies l~ I 

>| I '*] 

| 1 All of the orncers, MJUs and Eli of the battalion wore 

25X1 S re ® a sf^icg colpr and a metal 3.5 cm, in diameter* representing 

a parachifte surrounded by-eSrrtn ^ Sesi^Istar in th«_ 

upper se ?^1- 0 A. ( 5f tne wTeath . This iineigne,, was worn by soldiers who had. made 
at least one parachute jump;, The individuax jumps were entered in a para- 
chute book { Ugrokoenyv ) which was handed out to the owner after his discharge,, 
The parachute insignia and parachute book were issued prior to 3 Anmiat. 


The ^tta^fn whigh had Men actijaled^fgj-^g servists was organised into the 
headquarters* the 1st Co (rifle)/ the 2d T3o (me chine gun)* the 3d Co (signal) 
and ..the 4tfc jCo (heavy weapons). The training officers and KCOs were proLably 
assigned to the parachute unit at Szekeafeh^rv^r-Sosto (Q 48/E 09) airfield. 


Sour.ce knev^^at the staff of the lattalipn in^y^d th q, battalion commander^ 
his deputy *o simultaneously ma the chief of the 1st Co/ 2 political officers, 
and 1 NCO noting as clerk, Z la 1st Co (rifle) consisted of 1 company chief* 

X mam. sergeant* 1 clerk* and 3 pfotoona with 1 platoon leader each* 4 squads^ 


** -i# 
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e^vch squad had 1 squad leader* 2 light machine gun riflemen, 7 riflemen, 
and was equipped with 1 model II /$ 7 <>62— mm* light machine gun* The 2d 
Co (machine gi m) was organized like the 1st Co but, instead of the light 
machine gun, it was ‘equipped with- a- model M 48 Kaxim-type: 7V62-mm*heavy 
machine 'gun a The organisation of the 3d Co (signal) was not known* 'The 
company had a strength of e-bout 100 meru The 4th Co (heavy weapons) 
consisted of 1 company chief, 1 master sergeant, 1 clerk, 1 antitank 
platoon with 1 platoon leader and 3 squads? each squad, equipped with 
an antitank gun of about 60 mn* caliber; and 2 mortar platoons, each with- 
1 pldeon leader and 3 squads; each squad equipped with 1 mortar of about 
80 caliber * after 30 September 1952, no further* training courses were 
held by the battalion. Upon completion of the last course, the tent camp 
was dig mantled* 

The battalion was equipped with the following 'weapons, and motor vehicles; 

1 Soviet-made model 48 7,62«msu rifle 

1 Soviet-made model 48 7 o62~i?in» -submachine gun 
1 Soviet-made model 48 7*62 pistol 

3.2 model 48 7 6 62-ram, light machine guns 
12 b&xim-type model 48 7 o62-inm* heavy machine guns 

3 AT. guns, about 60 m, without muzzle brake, split-trail gun carriage; the 
AT guns allegedly could be disassembled into 3 parts for parachuting 

6 mortars, about 80 mm* 

3. model 48 Vecsey-type stick hand grenade /' 

1 Soviet-made model L-2 hand grenade 

1 Soviet-made model L-3 hand grenade, also referred to as "Me is" hand grenade 
3 la ton weapon carriers for towing the AT guns 
1 jeep 


The EK of the battalion were equipped with the following clothing and items 
of equipments 

1 linen uniform with a. Pilotka-typ© cap 

1 pair of leather top-boots • 

1 woollen coat 

2 undershirts 

2 pairs of white pants 
2 pairs of linen foot rags 
1 belt 

1 uniform belt 

1 infantry spade with cover 25X1 
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1 rucksack 

1 a munition pocket 
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1 tarpaulin 

1 canteen 

1 mess kit, German type 

Z linen cloths 

2 covers 

2 towelH 


• 



body and bed ■ line* /was washed by the laundry of the battalion* bach man 
was is sited 25C grfems of soap for his per son?:], use * 


During training activity, the following daily duty schedule was in forces 


5 

5 a<>m 0 to 7 &«m« 

7 a*xa* to £ : 30 t. 0 r.o 

6 a »& » - 1 o 10 s 30 a * 


10:30 a*ru to 11s 30 a,xa* 
11:30 & 0 K .0 to Is 30 p*m 0 


reveille 

morning spo. rt, breakfast, fatigue duty 

march to Se^kesfehervir-Softo airfield 

athletic s$ replaced by political indoctri- 
nation about 4 times a week 

gymnastic exercises 

dinner and off duty 


Is 30 p«eu to 4 poia* 


lessons and parachute -folding training 


4 p»m* 

to 

5:30 p*m« 

500 p 

•HI© 

to 

6S 30 pati 

6s 30 p 

oKl a 

to 

7 

7 p.rtio 

to 

£ p*au 

0 p*xn# 

to 

10 

p 0 


10 


march back to the camp 

maintenance of equipment 

roll call 

supper 

off duty- 

taps 


4a 'preparatory exercises for parachuting* the following pr actices were made 
a Ino st every , day % 

a 0 Jumping -from a cabin mounted at an altitude of 3 meter sj during these 
practices* dislocations of the joints occasionally occurred $ 

h 9 Jumping into a heap of sane! from altitudes of 3* 4, end 5 meters* accident 
never happened^. 
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differed frog the model 48 end model 49 parachutes only by the errcngeiaent 
of their harness; 'Ihc Soviet-mcde eutoiaftic end narauelly operated para- 
chutes did not differ from the Huhgerien-iac.de parachutes, except that they 
V'ere equipped with/ small auxiliary parachute for emergency esses® 


9® Was inducted reservists verc of the 1920 through 1929 classes, mostly of the 
1926 and 1927 classes® About 70 percent of the trainees came from the 
Bunantul, the. area southwest of the JBaahbe Hive r, particularly from the 
Somqgy IT -'5/B 33), Tolne, (Y 5/K 10) or (Q 48/4 04) , tarenya (Y 5/t 04), $£&}■ 
. :g an6 Zulu (Y 5A 00) codptlea. ‘ihe remaining 3C per- 

cent earns from the debrecen, Budapest (Q 48/E 52) end iJy'iregyhaaa (a 48/K 55} 
area#* ■ /it the end of the training course, the' reservists vrere informed that 
they would be inducted for 1 or 2 months during the following years and that 
they had to make 2 pars chute jumps each time.-,. During the training course, 
officers ‘of . a superior headquarters in Buck, rest were expected f or "inspection | 
however » the officers did not arrive. No connection was observed between the 
parachute unit at -Sz^kesfeh&Wr airfield and the reserve battalion* 


XOo The members of the reserve battalion received a ration allowance of 30 florints 
day Q . Ihe food was abundant and well prepared* For breakfast, each person 
received half e liter of coffee with milk or cocoa, 50 grams of butter, 50 grams 
of jam, and an unlimited quantity of bread 0 . Dinner- consisted of soup, vege- 
table, 100 to 150 grams of neat, fruit, and cheese* Supper was composed of soup 
with meat and fruit* Ihe monthly pay of a private amounted iG 60 florints o 
Source, who was inducted as staff lance corporal of the reserve received th© sane 
pay, as veil as an additional 50 pen of the battalion* im extra allowance was 
paid for the Jumps made, such as /florints for the first Jump, 2?5 florints 
for the following nine Jumps, 30 florints for the eleventh through hundredth jump, 
and 100 florints for more than 100 jumps. There was only one ran in the battalion 
who had been a. parachute sergeant of the former Hungarian Armed Force and heel 
ma.de more than 70 jumps* 


11 o Ss 4ke sf eh v/r«So si© airfield extended about 3 km* from north to south and 1 to 
1*5 to* from east to vest* Its northern border was 2*5 to 3 km. south of Szikes~ 
feh^rv^r railroad station. The borders of the ellipse- shaped field were not 
marked* 1 The field area and its surroundings were level and no flight obstac- 
les were in the vicinity. The railroad line from Sz^kesfehArv&r *o' Lepseny 
(I 5/D 9?) ran along the western field border* k spur track could not be ob~ 
served* Between the western side of the field and the railroad line extended 
s. concrete road which was in good condition and led from 3z£kesfeh'4rv&: to the 
airfield ;> The field was an improved military installation which had teen used 
for military purposes already prior to 1945* During, the summer of- 1952, con- 
struction work was under way on some buildings at the field*- The landing field 
itf&s entirely covered with grass. ' The soil was sandy and dry and became 
smooth only after long rain* No hard-surface runway, taxiv&y, or aircraft dispersal 
areas were available® curing the summer of 1952, only one hangar in the center 
of the southwestern section of the field was in operation o South of this han- 
gar, another hangar was under construction® Nearby, there was a destroyed han- 
gar. /nether hangar for non-military purpose was located in the center of the 
northern section of the field. The quartering buildings for the air force 
units stationed at the field were located west of the hangers, an overground 
fuel dump, 100 meters square, surrounded by barbed wire and perme.nently guarded, 
was observed in the northwestern corner of the field. The carfield was not fenced 
in or blocked, but guarded by sentries during the daytime ad at ni#t* No pre- 
paratory measures for active or passive antiaircraft defense were observed . \ | 

. 25X1 ' 25X1 
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Between 1 August and 30 September 19 52 5 , aircraft observed at the field 
included 20 single-engine fighters, low-wing monoplanes with in-line 
piston engine, three-tladed propeller , tapering vings, rounded wing tips, 
slight dihedral and retractable landing gear* tail wheel, streamline** 
slmped cabin beginning in front of leading edges of wings and terminating 
aft of trailing edges of wings, and 2 twin-engine Teve-type aircraft for 
parachuting „ All of 'the aircraft were painted khaki and were marked by 
a large red star surrounded by e re&ahit e-green circle * A third Teve~" 
type aircraft and ? si ngle-engine sport s ( planes with in-line engines 
were repeatedly observed in the northern' section of the field,, The 
sports aircraft did not belong to the air force unit stationed at the 
field. The fighter aircraft were assigned to & Hungarian fightejr 

unit which had an estimated strength of 20 to 30 officers and 100 SK/ 


: 13 o In addition to the fighter unit, e parachute unit with an a stima ted strength 

of two companies was located at the field in August and .September 1952 o 
A soldier of the parachute unit stated that he had been inducted for active 
service .in the fall of 1951. He further said that he cane from the Tolne 
25X1 county ^ndj, Ilka all of his comrades, belonged to the 1930 class of I 


14 c> The third unit at the airfield was a school for NCO candidates ? possibly a 
reserve NCO school wa3 concerned 0 Host of NOG candidates seemed be belong 
to older classes,. The 150 to 200 members of the school wore blue epaulets 
surrounded by a silver braid, about 1 cm, wide 0 The school had already 
been in existence p rior to 1 August 1952 and still continued after the end 
25X1 of September 1952. 
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| Co mments The report, though dating back rather far, is forwarded 


because it contains the first detailed infoniiation on the reserve para- 
chute battalio n at S^ppenteleo The unconfi rmed information is believed 
credible® The ^ I officers* names are also re<~ 

coived for the first time. 


I I Co mment a Hie information on the .location of and installations at 
Ssa ■ jkesfeh er var- So st o airfield agree with previous reports covering the 
sane period and with a formerly received sketch which was not forwarded a 
Vith regard to the occupation by a H ungarian fighter unit* however, there 
are divergencies to f ormer report s« | | 

I I no sd reraft were observed at the field on 13 September 

1952, while other reports covering July and October 1952 mentioned U to 8 
Yak-9 s besides other aircraft types at the fields It is possible that a 
portion of the field could not be observed from the railroad line because 
of the buildings located in the southwestern section and that aircraft 
were parked in the southwestern hangers o T eve is the Hungarian designer 
tion for the Li-2 w 


25X1 3. I I Com ment* According to reference report, Hungarian 3 D Idlers with* 

green service color were observed on 13 September 1952 * Ihe present report 
confirms this statement end supports the. assumption that a Hungarian para-’ 
chute unit is stationed at the field,, 


25X1 4o I I Co mment o According to former reports covering the years of 1951 and 

1952, Ss^aafeh^rv^r-Sosto airfield was occupied by an air unit, a parachute 
unit, and an sir-force ground personnel school* The exact designation of 
the latter school could not be determined* It appears possible that ‘the 
Hungarian soldiers who had been observed drilling In the field belonged to 
the presumed reserve NCO school, mentioned in the present report* 
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